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Synopsis

Jonathan Riley-Smith here provides a comprehensive history of the Crusades: an account of the
theology of violence behind the Crusades, the major Crusades, the experience of crusading, and
the crusaders themselves. With a wealth of fascinating detail, Riley-Smith brings to life these stirring
expeditions to the Holy Land and the politics and personalities behind them. His book will be the
standard and authoritative account of the Crusades for years to come. This new edition includes
revisions throughout as well as a new Preface and Afterword in which Jonathan Riley-Smith surveys
recent developments in the field and examines responses to the Crusades in different periods, from
the Romantics to the Islamic world today.From reviews of the first edition:a ceEverything is here: the
crusades to the Holy Land, and against the Albigensians, the Moors, the pagans in Eastern Europe,
the Turks, and the enemies of the popes. Riley-Smith writes a beautiful, lucid prose, . . . [and his
book] is packed with facts and action.a +a "Choiceéa ceA concise, clearly written synthesis . . . by one
of the leading historians of the crusading movement. & a4 "Robert S. Gottfried, Historian & ceA lively
and flowing narrative [with] an enormous cast of characters that is not a mere catalog but a history. .
. . A remarkable achievement.a «a "Thomas E. Morrissey, Church Historya ceSuperb.a «a4 "Reuven
S. Avi-Yonah, Speculuma ceA first-rate one-volume survey of the Crusading movement from 1074 .

.. to 1798.4 «a "Southwest Catholic
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Customer Reviews

"Jonathan Riley-Smithd ™s The Crusades . . . pulls off the enviable feat of summing up seven

centuries of religious warfare in a crisp 309 pages of text."a "Dennis Drabelle, Washington Post



Book World "In the present perplexing era of peacemaking by many Christians and of militant
liberationing by other Christians, the Crusades of history demand particular attention/reflection. In
this, the reading of Riley-Smith&#39;s book will be of great assistance."a "ADRIS "This is a
fascinating and well-written account that will stimulate further interest in the history of

crusades."a "James M. Powell, Catholic Historical Review "Everything is here: the crusades to the
Holy Land, and against the Albigensians, the Moors, the pagans in Eastern Europe, the Turks, and
the enemies of the popes. Riley-Smith writes a beautiful, lucid prose. . . . His history is packed with
facts and action, up to date in the secondary literature, sound in its treatment of the subject, and
reflective in its summaries."a "Choice "If you have been looking for a one-volume survey, you
wona ™t find a better one than this."a "Christianity Today "Riley-Smith provides an account of the
Crusades from their origins to the loss of Malta by the Knights of St. John to Napoleon with a lively
and flowing narrative and an enormous cast of characters that is not a mere catalog but a history. . .
. The reader will find useful evaluations, comments, and explanations that touch on so many of the
questions, along with an up-to-date view of current research and some possible answers. . . . This
book is a remarkable achievement, well written, with useful maps and references for further
reading."a "Thomas E. Morrissey, Church History "A concise work of clarity and scope, surveying
the period 1097-1798. . . . [Riley-Smith is] a most distinguished historian of the Crusades."a "lIrene
B. Katale, Journal of Church and State "An up-to-date survey of the crusading movement from 1095
down to Napoleon&#39;s expulsion of the Knights of Saint John from Malta in 1798."a "Journal of
Religion "An excellent reference book incorporating and assessing recent scholarship as well as
long-established theories and accounts of the myriad interrelationships that help to explain this
complicated story."a "Madeline R. Robinton, Key Reporter "The most complete single-volume
history of the crusades."a "Gregory G. Guzman, Library and Culture "[A] superb

achievement."a "Reuven S. Avi-Yonah, Speculuma ”A Journal of Medieval Studies "It makes for
lively reading, and should become a classroom staple for a generation."a "Robert S. Gottfried, The
Historian "A cogent, readable text."a "Robert S. Gottfried, The Historian "This is a concise, clearly
written synthesis of the First Crusade by one of the leading historians of the crusading
movement."a "Robert S. Gottfried, The Historian "This is a first-rate one volume survey of the
Crusading movement from 1074, when the First Crusade was called, to 1798, when the fall of Malta
signaled the end of the great adventure to save the Holy Land for Christendom. The author treats
the crusades in turn in some detail, as well as outlining how the crusaders lived, how the crusades
were paid for, and their ultimate effect upon the history of Europe and the Near East."a "The

Southwest Catholic "The best short history of the crusades that | know of. Riley-Smith&#39;s work



reflects the best recent scholarship and it is balanced and thorough throughout."a "Edward Peters,

University of Pennsylvania

Jonathan Riley-Smith here provides a comprehensive history of the Crusades: an account of the
theology of violence behind the Crusades, the major Crusades, the experience of crusading, and
the crusaders themselves. With a wealth of fascinating detail, Riley-Smith brings to life these stirring
expeditions and the politics and personalities behind them. His book will be the standard and

authoritative account of the Crusades for years to come.

Make no mistake, this may be "a short history", but it is, very definitely, a reference book, complete
with huge quantities of names & dates. The bed-time reader with a love of military history (which is
what | am) is likely to be disappointed. Whilst there definitely is a story, the time-scale is a little
dis-jointed, but excusable, given the, length, range & diversity of the whole crusading movement.
One follows the saga with some interest, but the short, almost dismissive, pen-picture treatment of
some of the principle protagonists, | found annoying. Typical history book, | suppose. Mind you, this
is quite a heavy-weight, short history, & while one may feel cheated & frustrated at not finding out
more about the characters involved, one cannot help but marvel at the nature of man, to take on this

series of momentous, magnificent but ultimately naive & useless actions, over the centuries.

As advertised...

fast shipment as described.

excellent book

Very informing....balancing both sides of the Crusades

Required for school, and it did what | needed it to.

The person who wrote the review and said this is very ’encyclopedic’ is right on. Tough read if

you’re a newbie to the history of the Crusades. The first few chapters are incredibly difficult to get

through if you're not already familiar with people, timelines, and the general history of the Crusades.

Difficult writing style for me to engage and absorb.



Found the book densely written, loaded with names and titles and places and at times very hard to
follow. Needed more maps and diagrams. Was hoping for more description of actual battles, tactics,
methods and casualties though understand that this information was in most cases undocumented
and difficult to obtain. The book does give an interesting view of European history from 1100 thru

1500 or so, and the lasting impact of the campaigns.
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